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In December of 2019, the DeWine-Husted Administration 
released Ohio’s Broadband Strategy.  A major pillar was 
to create an office of broadband, and in March 2020, 
Governor Mike DeWine announced the creation of 
BroadbandOhio. BroadbandOhio is an office housed in 
the Department of Development, dedicated to improving 
access to high-speed internet across Ohio. The office 
identifies high-priority initiatives and works to implement 
the goals of the state in expanding access to Ohioans who 
have been left without access to the modern economy, 
education system, and healthcare system due to their 
lack of high-speed connectivity. BroadbandOhio is a 
resource for local governments and private industry as 
they undergo their own expansion efforts.

Funding
Another major pillar of the Ohio Broadband Strategy 
was the creation of a statewide grant program.  On 
May 17, 2021 that goal was achieved when Governor 
DeWine signed into law House Bill 2 of the 134th General 
Assembly, which created the Ohio Residential Broadband 
Expansion Grant Program. The bill allocated $20 million 
to BroadbandOhio to implement the goal of expanding 
high-speed internet access to Ohio households who need 
essential broadband.

On June 30, 2021, Governor DeWine signed Amended 
Substitute House Bill 110, the 2022-2023 biennium budget 
legislation.  The signing of this bill allocated $250 million 
dollars to BroadbandOhio, earmarking $2 million dollars 
for a statewide telehealth project coordinator. 

Creation of the Authority
The authority was created by House Bill 2 of the 134th 
General Assembly. The legislation created both the 
Ohio Residential Broadband Expansion Grant and the 
authority that oversees the grant.  The Ohio Department 
of Development staffs the authority and performs tasks 
such as receiving and reviewing applications.  The 
authority scores and approves applications for the grant 
and consists of five members: 

• The director of Development – Lydia Mihalik

• The director of InnovateOhio – Lt. Governor Jon Husted

• One member appointed by the Governor of Ohio– 
Gregory Sample

• One member appointed by the Speaker of the Ohio 
House- William B. Goodenough

• One member appointed by the Ohio Senate President- 
William P. Coley, II

The authority convened for their first meeting on August 2, 
2021. The meeting was held, as per legislation, to review, 
discuss, and approve the grant program’s application 
scoring criteria as well as the application timeline.
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The Ohio Residential Broadband 
Expansion Grant Program 
Program Background

The Ohio Residential Broadband Expansion Grant 
Program helps internet service providers offset the cost 
of expanding into areas that lack service. The grants are 
designed to assist with the infrastructure costs of the 
project and help build the networks that will otherwise 
serve Ohioans who currently cannot participate in the 
modern economy because of a lack of high-speed internet. 

The grants will cover the “broadband funding gap,” 
which is the difference between the total cost a 
broadband provider calculates is necessary to construct 
the last mile of a specific broadband network and the 
total amount of money that the provider has determined 
is the maximum total that is cost effective for the provider 
to invest in last mile construction for that network. Stated 
differently, the broadband funding gap is the difference 
between the actual cost of building the infrastructure for 
the network and the amount of money the applicant can 
afford to spend to build the infrastructure for the network 
and still make a profit. 

Program Creation and Implementation

Between May 2021 and August 2021, the BroadbandOhio 
Office created the grant program application, application 
scoring criteria, and application guidebook. As per 
legislation, the application scoring criteria was approved 
on August 2, 2021, by the authority. The application 
timeline, following the timeframes given in legislation, 
was also reviewed, and approved by the authority.  
Following the requirements of legislation, the scoring 
criteria was posted 30 days prior to the opening of the 
application submission period and was posted on the 
BroadbandOhio website. The BroadbandOhio website 
was also created and launched in August 2021. 

The application period for the grant program opened on 
Monday, September 6, 2021, and the BroadbandOhio 
Office held an informational webinar discussing the grant 
program in depth.  BroadbandOhio continued providing 
technical assistance to potential applicants throughout 
the application process. 

 

This included continuing to update a frequently asked 
questions document, and engaging in daily calls with 
providers, local governments, small businesses, and 
private citizens concerned about the lack of broadband 
access in their communities. 

Prior to the application period closing, BroadbandOhio 
held a webinar on the address challenge process. The 
webinar engaged more than participants who were 
interested in the challenge process and the application 
process once the submission period closes.

The application period closed on Monday, November 
8, 2021.  

The proposed projects cover service areas in 85 counties, 
and the number of household passes exceeds 600,000. 

Once complete applications and addresses are posted, 
providers have until January 12, 2022, to submit 
address challenges. After the challenge process 
closes, the authority will review all challenges to make 
determinations on suspensions and rejections. There 
will then be a 14-day period during which providers can 
remedy their applications if necessary.  After this remedy 
period, the authority will score all eligible applications 
and BroadbandOhio anticipates awarding funding in 
Quarter 1 of 2022, with project start up to occur in Quarter 
2 of 2022.

49 internet 
service providers

submitted 
218
applications

for over

$1.5 billion 
dollars in funds 
requested
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